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We’ve done it… we’ve changed 
the name of our organization 
slightly to reflect the goal of being 
a friend to the foster child forever, 
providing educational tutoring 
and support no matter where the 
child is placed in the foster care 
system. Our new official name 
is Friends of Foster Children 
Forever (FFCF).

The new name reflects the 
organization’s desire to stay with 
the child no matter where they 
are placed. FFCF will continue 
to fund educational tutoring, 
summer camps and afterschool 
activities for foster children, and 
will now, be able to offer more 
resources to the caregivers.

The new name coincided with the relocation of our offices to a larger facility that will 
now act as a resource and referral center for caregivers, Guardian’s ad Litem and case 
managers. With nearly double the space, great things are happening. Our new address is 
2675 Horseshoe Drive South, Suite 402 in Naples.

With more space, FFCF will now be able to make use of valuable volunteers to assemble 
donated resources. In turn, this will allow us to make good use of donated items such as 
school supplies, emergency supplies for caregivers, children and babies.

Upcoming
Events

Mission
To focus on the children we 
serve with targeted educational 
and enrichment opportunities 
that allow each child to fulfill 
their potential.

FFCF new office lobby complete with play area

9th Annual 
April 2, 2016

Grey Oaks Country Club

6th Annual
Sip & Sample

November 19, 2015
Venetian Village

PASSPORTS ON SALE NOW

We have a New Name and New Address

NEW EVENT
Fostering Change Luncheon

February 8, 2016
Kensington Country Club

Third on 
Canvas
February 22

through
February 28, 2016

FFCF receives $50K check
We were honored in June with a $50,000 check 
presented by John P. Cardillo, President of 
Terra Cotta Golf Charities.

Terra Cotta Golf Charities Inc. is a 501(c)
(3) charity that conducts the Terra Cotta 
Invitational Golf Tournament and invites the 
best amateur golfers in the world to participate 
at the Naples National Golf Club in April of 
each year. All the net proceeds generated by the tournament are donated to local charities 
benefitting children. The donations come primarily from Naples National Members and golf 
business sponsors.



From The President – Doug Campbell

Our name continues to evolve to reflect the evolution in 
how we serve children in, or at risk of entering, the state run 
foster care system. We do for them what the state system 
does not provide.

In 1999, Stan Appelbaum, Lynn Schultzel and their spouses, 
Cathy and Les, started the “Foster Care Council” with the 
vision of helping foster children keep or regain their self 

esteem by providing them the things normal kids have that the state doesn’t 
provide: in-style clothes, extra-curricular activities, sports equipment and later, 
tutoring. We truly were “Friends of Foster Children!” So, in about 2009, we changed 
our name to just that.

In 2013, Jane and Vanessa came on board and have mustered the resources of a 
large number of non-profits to further benefit abused, abandoned or neglected 
children, in or at risk of entering the foster care system. They have also expanded 
our service model to provide continuing support for children leaving the foster care 
system and those not yet in the judicial system who are identified as at-risk.

Now, we are doing our best to be Friends of Foster Children, FOREVER!

With the support of the Naples Children and Education Foundation, and a growing 
Circle of FRIENDS, we are working to broaden our scope so the “Forever” dimension 
has even greater positive impact on this most needy population of children.

Thanks for your support!
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 CONNECTING WITH THE CAREGIVERS - It is truly 
amazing for all of us at FFCF that we never stop learning new 
ways to help enrich the lives of foster children, and of new 
opportunities to help them thrive. It may seem obvious, but 
we see a remarkable parallel in that the more we reach out to 
include those seeking to help these children, the greater the 

positive impact we can all have on their lives.

In support of this, a contributing factor in our recent move is the opportunity 
to focus on the caregivers and strengthen the network of support around these 
children. When children are removed from their homes in times of crisis, many 
times they are placed with relative or non-relative caregivers, and often these 
families are already struggling to make ends meet.

We now have a welcoming center, practically next door to their case managers, 
where caregivers can come and access information, gather needed resources and 
supplies, and learn more about how we can help them help the children in their care.

We realize that the best way to help the children is to help all those caring for the 
children. This of course includes caregivers, but expands to encompass the Guardians 
ad Litem, case managers, academic mentors and their teachers at school.

Our new center is designed to be a welcoming place for resources and information 
for all those who care for the children. By engaging and strengthening the network 
surrounding the child, we seek to connect the children to the educational and 
enrichment opportunities available that will help them thrive.
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Programs Supported By:

Turn your tax-deductible auto donation 
into cash for abused children! Proceeds from 
EVERY donated vehicle help fund Friends of 

Foster Children www.nadkids.com



The 2nd Annual Back to School Fair was held on Saturday, August 1 at the Golden Gate 
Community Center for a select group of foster children and was simply awesome!

The event was organized by FFCF but was a huge collaborative effort of several 
organizations including: Angels Undercover who distributed school uniforms, 
Collier County Bar Association which gave each child a 
backpack filled with school supplies, the “Wise Old Owl” of 
FFCF helped children sign up for after school activities and 
tutoring, Laces for Love provided each child with a new 
pair of shoes, the Ronald McDonald Care Mobile provided 
free dental exams, Runway International was onsite giving 
back-to-school haircuts, Scholastic offered books to every 
participant, Tempurpedic donated single sized mattresses for 
each foster child, and vision tests were given inside the Vision 
Quest mobile vision van which provided testing and glasses 
funded by NCEF. William C. Huff Companies donated staff to 
transport mattresses to the event and helped foster parents 
with loading. Everyone pulled together making the day a great 
success.

Over 260 children were pre-registered for 
the Fair. Along with their caregivers and/
or foster parents, siblings, volunteers 
and sponsors, over 500 people were in 
attendance.

Arthrex sponsored the event by 
providing food, entertainment and 
volunteers. They also underwrote the school 
uniforms distributed by Angels Undercover. 
All children, guests and volunteers, were 
encouraged to participate in the picnic, games, 
drawing, glitter tattooing, haircuts, snow 
cones, bounce houses and popcorn eating!

It was a magical day, we signed up 50 new 
foster children for our tutoring program. 
That was amazing to say the least! We feel very 
fortunate to have so many agencies working alongside FFCF and appreciate 
all our sponsors like Arthrex who do so much for the community.

2nd Annual Back To School Fair For 
Foster Children Was Just Awesome!



H A P P E N I N G S

Summer Camps 
With the help of the Naples Children & Education Foundation, 
FFCF was able to send 103 foster children to some very fun 
summer camps. Some of the exciting and enriching camps 
they attended were: Star Quality (an intensive acting camp); 
Cheerleading; Printing & Design; Band; Horseback Riding 
and Racing Roosters Swim Camp. These camps and so many 
more wonderful creative activities helped enrich the lives of 
these children over the long summer months.

Field Trips 
In June, 33 children ages 5-12 years and 12 volunteer 
chaperones had the very best time at LEGOLAND. This was 
the first field trip to LEGOLAND for FFCF and it was voted a 
huge success. So popular in fact, everyone voted it the “best” 
field trip ever.

In July, 35 children 
ages 10 through teens 
and 10 chaperones 
had a fun-filled and 
adventurous day at 
Busch Gardens. The 
smiles on the children’s 
faces were never-ending 
- even after a 14 hour 
action-packed day.

Special thanks go to Maria  
of Naples Dance Arts
Maria, in collaboration with FFCF and Youth Haven, enabled 
five girls from Youth Haven to attend at no cost, a full 12 
week session at Naples Dance Arts. The session ended in a 
breathtaking dance recital by the girls who were thrilled with 
the experience. In fact, the girls asked if it were possible to 
continue and Maria has generously agreed to waive all fees 
for the fall session.

Shelter Night
 In partnership with C’mon 
Museum and funding from 
NCEF, foster families may attend 
Shelter Night at the Museum. 
It’s a wonderful time for foster 
children, their siblings, families 
and caregivers to meet in a fun, 
safe place.  In a recent and very 
moving story, a brother and sister 
who had been separated for several months due to different 
foster placements were able to be together for a magical time 
at Shelter Night.  Needless to say, there were plenty of hugs, 
smiles and tears to go around.

Academic Mentoring
For many children, FFCF’s academic 
mentoring program continued at 
full pace throughout the summer. 
One very special success story was 
Monica’s. She and her three siblings 
have been moved many times 
over the past four years within 
the foster system. For these four 
years, her FFCF tutor and support 
system has stayed with Monica and 
her siblings wherever they moved 

and at whatever school they attended. This experience, that 
could have been an educational disaster for Monica has 
instead turned out to be one of great inspiration. Monica is 
discovering her special talent for art and is thrilled to learn 
her artwork has been selected for the cover of the school’s 
planner for the new school year.

By Vanessa Estrada - Program Manager



An endowment ensures that FFCF’s vital programs 
continue to grow indefinitely to serve the unmet needs 
of foster children in our community.

In 12 months starting from July 1, 2014, FFCF fulfilled 
2,869 requests for help from foster children and their 
caregivers; this is a 112% increase over the previous 
year. Not a single reasonable request was turned away.

To support this continued growth, both now and for 
the future, the Board of Directors 
has founded the FFC Endowed Fund 
at a trusted third party resource - the 
Community Foundation of Collier 
County,

Supporting the endowment is 
as simple as making a gift to the 

FFC Endowed Fund at the Community Foundation, 
naming Friends of Foster Children as the beneficiary 
of your IRA, and/or naming Friends of Foster Children 
as a charitable beneficiary in your will. However, for 
your personal benefit, we recommend you contact 
your financial advisor or estate planning attorney. If 
you would like more information on the FFC Endowed 
Fund, please contact Jane Billings at 239-262-1808 or 
jane@friendsoffosterchildren.net.

Call NADC to turn your tax-deductible 
auto donation into cash to help FFC 
help abused children!

• NADC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, licensed,     
bonded, and insured auto dealer
• NADC accepts automobiles in any condition
• Proceeds from EVERY donated vehicle help  
   fund Friends of Foster Children
• All donations are tax deductible

1742 Commercial Drive
Naples FL, 34112

Phone: (239) 692-9840 
Website: www.nadckids.com

Welcome to FFCF

Elaine Rubin Moorin

FFCF is delighted to welcome Elaine 
Rubin Moorin as the newest member of the Board.

Elaine completed postgraduate coursework in 
Early Childhood Education from the University 
of Michigan and has a Masters Degree in Human 
Development from the Merrill Palmer Institute 
in Detroit, Michigan. She has researched the 
development of social skills in preschool children 
at the Merrill-Palmer Child Care Center, served as 
the Director of the Child Care Action Center on the 
campus of the University of Michigan and trained, 
supervised, and assessed para-professional child care 
workers for the Child Development Associate (CDA) 
National Credentialing Organization in Washington, 
DC.

Her community involvement includes serving on 
the United Way of Greater Mercer County, NJ Board 
of Directors from 1997-2015, Jewish Family and 
Children’s Services of Mercer County, NJ Board of 
Directors from 1996-2013 and Princeton Township, 
NJ Human Services Commissioner from 2005-2008.

Why An Endowment For Foster Children?

Fiscal year 
7/1-6/30

Request for Help 
for Foster Children

Percentage Increase 
in Requests

Total Number of 
Children Served

2012-2013 847 15% 606

2013-2014 1,352 60% 706

2014-2015 2,869 112% 844



FFCF is pleased to announce there will be a new fundraiser 
luncheon this coming season – the Friends of Foster     
Children Forever’s Inaugural, Fostering Change Luncheon.

Be sure to mark your calendars and 
SAVE THE DATE for Monday, February 8th
Kensington Country Club
Krista Fogelsong, Master of Ceremonies
 
A champagne and jazz reception featuring unique, 
hand-crafted accessories from local artisans will begin at 
11 a.m., luncheon and style show with fashions presented 
by Chico’s – The Village on Venetian Bay, will begin at noon. 
Proceeds will help support the unsung heroes in our foster 
care community – the caregivers. 

For reservations or information, contact
Vanessa Estrada at 239-262-1808 or
email Vanessa@FriendsofFosterChildren.net.

FFCF invites you to the 6th annual Sip & Sample wine and 
appetizer event to be held on Thursday, November 19, 
from 5:30 – 7:30 pm at The Village on Venetian Bay. We 
hope you will participate and invite your friends to join 
you, as FFCF will be the benefactor of funds raised.

Once a year, the merchants at Venetian Village collaborate 
to raise money to benefit foster children in our community. 
What better way to get in the Holiday spirit than by 
purchasing a “Passport”, as guests will partake and enjoy 
two hours of sipping and sampling various international 
wines and appetizers provided by the Village restaurants.

Special promotions and raffles will be provided throughout 
the evening by all merchants, and all revenues raised will 
benefit FFCF. New to the event this year will be a Holiday 
Tree, displaying ornaments with ‘holiday wishes’ from 
foster children. Each wish may be adopted individually or 

in groups.

Friends of Foster Children Forever have set a $10,000 goal 
for this year’s Sip & Sample event. Tickets may be purchased 
online at www.friendsoffosterchildren.net for $40 a 
person in advance, and $50 on the night. Reservations are 
suggested. (Just in case of rain, the alternative date will be 
the next day, Friday, November 20.)

We hope to see you there!

NEW
 EV

ENT

6th Annual Sip & Sample 
Thursday, November 19, 2015

Fostering Change Style Show & Luncheon 
Set For February 8th, 2016



In July, Mary Beth Geier, Region Coordinator for the 
Schulze Family Foundation, gave Friends of Foster 
Children Forever the thrilling news that they had been 
awarded a grant of $25,000 to support the expansion of the 
Academic Mentoring Program (AMP-UP).

AMP-UP is the much-needed extension of FFCF’s existing 
tutoring program that has been successfully serving foster 
children for 14 years. The AMP-UP program now enables 
FFCF’s tutors to stay with the child after reunification with 
their family and the closure of their dependency case.

AMP-Up is a voluntary program and an important part 
of the sign-up process is that the caregiver has to agree 
to participate in their child’s educational and enrichment 
activities. For many families, education has never been a 
priority and their participation is an important step in the 
right direction.

The desired outcomes for the AMP-Up program are that: 
the children develop a sense of self-esteem and believe 
they can succeed; they attend school on a regular basis; 
they acquire the basic skill sets to perform at grade level; 
they achieve individually set goals, and most importantly, 
the caregiver participates in the progress of their child’s 
education.

✴
Stan Appelbaum
Citizen of the Year 

Stan Appelbaum was 

honored as the Daily 

News “Citizen of the 

Year” this past spring 

during the Greater Naples 

Chamber of Commerce’s 

Annual Dinner. Stan was 

on a cruise at the time and was unable to accept 

his award in person but a video interview was 

shown that captured his passion for what he does 

for children in need. In an article in the NDN, Stan 

was quoted: “I am honored to have been selected 

as this year’s Citizen of the Year by the Naples 

Daily News, but this is not a one-man show. There 

are many dedicated and passionate people in this 

community who deserve the honors that this 

award brings.” Stan was recognized for his tireless 

advocacy for local foster children, a passion that 

in 1999 led him to found the Foster Care Council 

of Southwest Florida, now known as the Friends 

of Foster Children Forever. Having grown up his 

entire childhood in orphanages and foster homes, 

Stan understands all-too-well the feelings of a 

foster child. Congrats Stan!

Richard M. 
Schulze Family 
Foundation

Expands Academic Mentoring 
Program with $25,000

Third on Canvas
February 22 through February 28, 2016

The public is encouraged to stroll and watch as participating artists paint beautiful 
renderings of the Old Naples Historic District on February 22 and 23. The painted and 
framed works will be included in a combined silent and spirited, live auction at a private 
club in Port Royal on Sunday, February 28.

All proceeds from Third on Canvas will benefit PAWS Assistance Dogs and Friends of Foster 
Children Forever.

For more information on the painters and the auction visit:
thirdstreetsouth.com/thirdoncanvas
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SAVE THE DATE 
Never to early to mark your calendars!

6th Annual
Sip & Sample
November 19, 2015

Venetian Village

PASSPORTS 
NOW ON SALE!

For more information, tickets and/or sponsorship, call 239-262-1808

Monday, February 8, 2016
Kensington Country Club

Fostering 
Change 

Luncheon and 
Style Show

Third on 
Canvas

February 22 through 
February 28, 2016

April 2, 2016
Grey Oaks 

Country Club

Sponsorships
Available!

9th Annual


