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 December 6, 2015
Sugden Theater

Be sure to mark your 
calendars for the last annual 

Comedy Cabaret.

The 8th Annual Boots and 
Boogie Bash, held on March 
21 at Grey Oaks Country Club, 
raised over $150,000 for FFC.

Guests were sporting their 
favorite cowboy boots, hats and colorful western attire for a fun-packed evening. 
The event began with cocktails, a silent auction and a chance for guests to make 
dreams come true in the “Corral of Dreams” where foster children had written their 
simple dreams on paper cut-outs of boots.

PZAZZ Productions provided dancers to perform several choreographed numbers 
and get guests on the dance floor to boogie to the sounds of the Brett Foreman 
Band. After dinner, Auctioneer Scott Robertson got the live auction portion of 
the evening underway accompanied by celebrity emcee and ABC-7 anchor, Krista 
Fogelsong.

Jackie and Chris Sereno, 2015 Boots and Boogie Bash honorary chairs and owners 
of M Waterfront Grille, helped to make the night a success along with major 
sponsors Arthrex, Children’s Network, Home-Tech, M Waterfront Grille, NADC, 
and NEST International.

This year’s focus for the evening was the importance of education and one-on-one 
tutoring. Because 
foster children are 
moved from home 
to home and change 
schools many times 
throughout their 
childhood, their 
grades often suffer. 
FFC believes that 
education is the 
key for a child’s 
brighter future.

Upcoming
Events

Mission
To focus on the children we 
serve with targeted educational 
and enrichment opportunities 
that allow each child to fulfill 
their potential.

Stan Appelbaum, Nicole GermainTrisha Borges, Nan Henderson

Honorary Chairs Jackie and Chris Sereno 
with daughter, Emery

9th Annual 
April 2, 2016

Grey Oaks Country Club

Summer Field Trips
If you would like to volunteer 

or sponsor a child for a 
summer field trip

PLEASE contact us.

RAISES 
OVER $150K

Sip ‘n’ Sample
November 19, 2015

Venetian Village



From The President – Doug Campbell

We are proud to announce a new initiative: SAFE FAMILIES 
FOR CHILDREN. This program provides a voluntary way 
to keep children safe while parents find short-term relief 
(assistance) from medical, economic and substance crises 
yet retain control of their children and feel comfort that 
they are well cared for.

As you know, Friends of Foster Children helps abused and 
neglected children build their self-esteem, confidence and a 

sense of accomplishment. Child neglect is largely a product of poverty and parents’ 
lack of a support system. As our capacity for serving children expands, our vision is 
to help children remain safely with their families so that they either avoid the foster 
care system or remain safely at home after reunification.

We recognize that people helping each other can often be far more effective than 
government-imposed systems. Willing, screened and trained volunteers can 
provide safety and support to children and their families in crisis on a voluntary 
basis so the professions can focus on children in danger and/or most in need of 
professional services.

Safe Families has started recruiting local host families to help parents in crisis. 
Please check the Safe Families web site, www.safefamilies.org, to see how it works 
and the successes already achieved nationally and those it promises for Southwest 
Florida.

If you would like to learn more, please call the local Safe Families office at 239-207-
4852 or call me at 239-269-8104. Thank you for your continuing support.
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 We are thrilled to report that Friends of Foster Children 
set a new record for March, 2015 and we have been able to 
fulfill 82 requests for help from foster children in need of 
individual tutoring. This is a 64 percent increase over the 
same time last year.

There is so much to share about the positive impact FFC’s 
tutoring is having on these children who, through no fault of 

their own, are removed from their homes and many times are at great risk of falling 
behind in their education. But perhaps the following testimonial really conveys the 
magic!

“When Jonathan started coming in to work with Devon I could immediately see 
a difference with Devon’s attitude and academics. After the first week, he started 
looking forward to Jonathan coming to work with him and would anticipate his 
arrival. He feels special that he has someone coming in to work just with him. 
Having a positive male influence has given Devon a role model to look up to. Having 
someone consistently come in has helped Devon realize how truly special he is. 
Knowing that he is cared about has motivated him to work his hardest and take 
pride in the progress and work he’s doing in school.

Not only has Jonathan helped Devon with his self-esteem, he has helped him make 
tremendous gains in his academics. Jonathan has gone above and beyond and has 
even chaperoned a field trip my class took. I truly believe Devon would not be where 
he is today without the help he has received from Jonathan.

Devon is a special kid with a heart of gold, all he has needed is a chance to succeed 
and he was given that gift. I am truly thankful for the Friends of Foster Children 
for sending this child the support he needed. I know Devon will never forget the 
kindness and generosity that he has received from Jonathan.”

 - Sarah Wallace, Third Grade Teacher, Lake Trafford Elementary School
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Programs Supported By:

Turn your tax-deductible auto donation 
into cash for abused children! Proceeds from 
EVERY donated vehicle help fund Friends of 

Foster Children www.nadkids.com



Local foster children experience the 
“Gift of Giving” at Christmas
128 foster children shopped for Christmas gifts at the Naples Walmart Supercenter 
on December 13 during the 14th annual Gift of Giving shopping spree. Sponsored by 
Germain Motor Company, the shopping experience was organized by the FFC and 
engaged tutors, board members, Rotarians, Germain employees and Guardian’s ad Litem 
as volunteer shopping mentors.

Each child had a list of individuals they wanted to purchase gifts for; some lists were 
long and others relatively short. Some children labored over just the right selection. In 
two cases the choices were very moving as the children insisted on buying bread, milk 

and cheese for parents who were doing 
without.

The Gift of Giving was made possible by 
the generous support of Germain Motor 
Company. Their financial gift allowed 
children between the ages of five and 18 
to have $100 each to shop for anyone they 
wanted, including parents, friends or 
teachers. As a bonus, each child was given 
an additional $25 to purchase something 
for themselves.

14TH ANNUAL COMEDY CABARET BRINGS LAUGHS AND DONATIONS FOR FFC

Laughs were abundant as nationally known comedians, Jake Johannsen and Nigel Lawrence, 
entertained guests at the 14th Annual Comedy Cabaret which was held on December 7th at Naples 
Beach Hotel. Over $40,000 was raised from the event. 

Sponsors making the Comedy Cabaret possible were: Arthrex, Naples Auto Donation Center (NADC), Nest International, 
BMO Private Bank, Children’s Network of Southwest Florida, Naples Daily News, William C. Huff Companies, Family 
Preservation Services, Germain Lexus of Naples, Lutheran Services Florida (LSF), and The Woodruff Institute. Krista 
Fogelsong of NBC-2 News emceed and acted as auctioneer for a surprise live auction item donated by Chef Brian Roland 
of Crave Culinaire.

Event Highlights! Since our last newsletter, we have been very busy. Season was packed 
full of fun events as well as fundraising events. Here are two of those…

Granting Smiles Cindy Ambers, Les and Karen SchultzelNigel Lawrence, Krista Fogelsong, Jake Johannsen 
strike a pose all in fun!

Ann Lappin with Cecelia

Paula Stone helps with wrapping

Nancy Goldszak help Adryan shop



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
“FFC is also helping children and caregivers in times of crisis by becoming a “Go-to” 

resource for basic needs.” Vanessa Estrada, Program Manager

Emergency Backpack Bundles for children is a new program 
launched in 2014 by Friends of Foster Children. The Backpacks are used to 
provide emergency supplies to foster children when they are removed in times of crisis. Many 
times, due to issues of abuse, and neglect, children are removed suddenly from their homes and 
they take nothing with them - just the clothes they are wearing.

These bundles provide the basic necessities for overnight and two days of immediate living for 
the child, including: a blanket, small pillow, PJ’s, underwear, an outfit for school, toothbrush, 
toiletries, a book, cuddly toy and basic school supplies all bundled in a new backpack. The Bundles 
are delivered to the Child Protective Investigators and Case Managers who are the first people 
to visit the children when responding to calls of suspected abuse. The investigators keep several 
bundles on hand and if the children have to be removed, every child gets a special new bundle of 
their own to take with them to try to help ease the emotional and physical trauma.

Summit Church & Emergency Supplies for Caregivers: Many 
times when children, due to abuse or neglect, are removed from their homes they 
are placed with relative or non-relative caregivers. 

More often than not, these families are already struggling to make ends meet 
and rarely have money to absorb the additional costs. There is no federal or state 
funding to help these families in times of crisis and FFC is constantly finding ways 
to procure basic supplies including formula, diapers, wipes, new bedding, cribs and 
car seats.

Summit Church answered our call for help! It’s a beautiful story as several of the 
children we have helped, their parents or foster parents are members of Summit 
Church. The Church asked the congregation what community project they wanted to undertake. Because of their experience 
with these foster families they have adopted our mission as part of their outreach to the community. As a result, Wow! Two 
truckloads turned up filled to the brim with diapers, formula and wipes.

The benefits are many as we can use donated resources instead of donated dollars to pay for basic needs and emergencies. 
We can dedicate donated dollars exclusively towards educational and enrichment opportunities such as tutoring, after school 
opportunities and summer camps. The caregivers, GALs and case managers come to the office to pick up supplies and learn 
more about how we can help their children. Plus, we are building strong relationships, so as a community we can help these 
families in times of crisis.

Welcome! 
Two new babies helped through 

Emergency Supplies for Caregivers
Who’s helping the caring families in our midst? We all know 
or have heard heartfelt stories about these people in our 
community. The families and individuals who open their 
hearts and homes to care for children and babies simply 
because it is the right thing to do! Because of these dedicated 
caregivers, these children manage to avoid entering the 
dependency system. But these families need help too!

Your contributions have allowed us to recently assist two new 
families in need. With your help we were able to provide a 
much needed Intercom for Jaydin and a crib for Lydia.



Funding a Sustainable Future 
for Foster Children
The Friends of Foster Children Endowed Fund will ensure that FFC’s programs continue to reach 
more foster children every year. In 2014, FFC fulfilled 60% more requests for help. The number 
of children entering the system has increased annually by 26% and we are proud to say that we 
have not turned away any request for help. How do we do this? -- By ensuring that every donated 
dollar is being leveraged for maximum impact by combining existing community resources with 
donated goods and services.

We need to ensure that these vital programs continue to grow indefinitely to serve the unmet 
needs of children who, through no fault of their own, are removed from their homes and in many cases moved from home to home and 
school to school. To achieve this, the Board of Directors has founded the FFC Endowed Fund at the Community Foundation of Collier 
County.

There are many benefits to having the FFC Endowed Fund at the Community Foundation: the fund is professionally invested under the 
supervision of local, community-based experts who have experience in building and preserving funds in perpetuity. Plus, the Community 
Foundation has a proven reputation for fiscal stewardship and you can ensure that your name and your legacy live forever through the 
long-term security of a trusted, third party resource.

Making a gift to the FFC Endowment is as simple as making a gift to the FFC Endowed Fund at the Community Foundation, naming 
Friends of Foster Children as the beneficiary of your IRA, and/or naming Friends of Foster Children as a charitable beneficiary in your 
will. There are other ways to gift to the endowment but for your personal benefit we recommend you contact your financial advisor or 
estate planning attorney. If you would like more information on the FFC Endowed Fund, please contact Jane Billings at 239-262-1808 
or jane@friendsoffosterchildren.net.

Welcome 
to FFC

Rebecca Lambert, 
M.D.

FFC’s Board of 
Directors is delighted 

to announce that Dr. Rebecca Lambert has 
joined the board as of March, 2015. Dr. 
Lambert and her husband, Dr. Jonathan 
Sonne have been longtime supporters of 
Friends of Foster Children. Dr. Lambert 
notes her personal motivation in joining 
the board is the fact that, “the children in 
the foster care system often lack the things 
that I provide for my own children without 
thinking twice (tutoring, weekend trips, 
piano lessons and summer camps), it tugs at 
my heart strings. I have wanted to become 
involved with FFC in a more meaningful way 
for quite some time.” Dr. Lambert and Dr. 
Sonne are the founders and directors of the 
Woodruff Institute.

2016 Honorary Chairs Named
Eric and Trisha Borges will be the serving as the Honorary Chairs for the 2016 
Boots & Boogie Bash. The couple first visited Naples 25 years ago on their 
honeymoon. They loved it and moved their family here in 1997 and opened 
their own business, First Class Plumbing of Florida, Inc., in 2000.

Their children are now grown; their company has also grown into a successful 
award-winning business. First Class Plumbing has received many accolades 
from “People’s Choice Award” to “Best of Naples” for five years running.

“This year we are really looking to focus on helping The Friends of Foster 
Children. I was a nanny for 10 years and my own children are now 19, and 24, 
so I do miss the little ones!” says Trisha. “They are so impressionable at young 
ages and they need all the love and support they can get.”



Friends of Foster Children
2640 Golden Gate Parkway, Suite 112
Naples, FL 34105

Whole Foods Market selected FFC to be the beneficiary of their 5% Day 

on Tuesday, April 7. The company created 5% Days to give back to local 

communities by providing support to non-profit organizations whose 

programs directly benefit the communities surrounding their stores. 

The 5% Days are held quarterly in each store and on this special day, 

selected organizations receive 5% of a store’s total pre-tax sales. FFC 

feels very fortunate to have been chosen; the day brought in $7,347.

Shopping at Whole Foods Market in Naples for FFC
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SAVE THE DATE 
Never to early to mark your calendars!

Sip ‘n’ Sample
November 19, 2015

Venetian Village

15th Annual
9th Annual 

April 2, 2016
Grey Oaks Country Club

For more information, tickets and/or sponsorship, call 239-262-1808

December 6, 2015
Sugden Theater

This will be the last Comedy 
Cabaret, please join us in this 

big farewell celebration
15 great years!


