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The 3rd Annual Back to School 
Bonanza for Collier County 
foster children and their 
families was held on Saturday, 
July 30, 2016, at the Golden 
Gate Community Center.  350 foster children, plus their siblings and caregivers 
were served by over 100 volunteers. 

The event, organized by FFCF, was a collaborative 
effort and sponsored by Arthrex who provided funding 
for school uniforms, food and music. Over 80 Arthrex 
employees volunteered their time to help foster 
children and their families prepare for back to school.

With the support of FFIB Bank and Collier County 
Bar Association, each child received a backpack filled 
with school supplies; Laces for Love provided each 
child with a new pair of shoes; Runway International 
was onsite giving back-to-school haircuts; Books for 
Collier Kids offered new books to every participant; 
Literacy Volunteers offered translating services; 
Tempurpedic donated single sized mattresses for each 
foster child; William 
C. Huff staff members 
donated their time 
to transport and 
load mattresses; the 
Ronald McDonald 

Care Mobile provided free dental exams and 
vision tests were given inside the Vision Quest 
mobile vision van; plus Dunkin’ Donuts and Cold 
Stone Creamery provided delicious treats.

Save
The Dates!

Mission
To focus on the children we 
serve with targeted educational 
and enrichment opportunities 
that allow each child to fulfill his 
or her potential.

Andy Petry and Bonnie 
Blanchard of Arthrex help make 

the day a huge success

Nicole C.  showing
off her new book

Edwardo F. gets fitted for new
shoes by volunteer Junior Destine

Boots & Bling!
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SAVE THE DATES 
Never to early to mark your calendars!

March 25th, 2017
6:00pm

at
Grey Oaks Country Club

Co-Chaired by
Robert Wilson

& Rio DeArmond

2nd Annual
Fostering Change

Style Show & Luncheon
February 2nd, 2017

11am to 2pm
at Wyndemere
Country Club

Tickets are $125 and
must be purchased

in advance.

Sponsored by:

Media Sponsor:

FFCF is thrilled to announce that it recently received a $25,000 grant 
from The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation. The grant will help 
FFCF expand the existing academic mentoring program now serving 
foster children in Collier, to Glades and Hendry Counties. 

The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation was created in 2004 
by Best Buy founder, Dick Schulze, as a way to give back to the 
community. Schulze and his family believe that a good education, 
a supportive family and a strong work ethic prepare children for a 
successful future. To support that belief, the foundation supports 
organizations operating in the areas of human and social services, 
education, including scholarship awards to graduating students from eligible high schools, health and entrepreneurship.

“We are very excited to expand our programs to Glades and Hendry Counties and to include foster children outside of 
Collier,” says Jane Billings, Executive Director. “There is so little support for these children and our programs give them 
opportunities to succeed that they might not otherwise have.”

November 17th, 2016
5:30 to 7:30pm

The Village Shops
on Venetian Bay

Tickets are $40 advance
purchase, $50 at the door

Sponsored by:

Media Sponsor:

Trinity-by-the-Cove Episcopal Church has awarded FFCF $10,000 to help support a 
new pilot program for after school and homework clubs for foster children. The grant 
was awarded by the funds provided to the Grant Commission by the Archangel Fund for 
Collier County Charities. Executive Director, Jane Billings noted that, “So many times 
foster families are large blended families and they experience overwhelming emotional 
stress and are struggling to make ends meet. These funds will be used on an emergency 
basis to help these families find quality accessible afterschool clubs and avoid the risk 
of foster children being moved to yet another home.”

$10,000 Grant from Trinity-by-the-Cove 

WELCOME
TO THE
BOARD

FFCF is pleased to announce that Rosemary Hammar, Craig Harrington, and 
Mary Pisarczyk have joined the Board of Directors as of September 2016. 

Grants Foster Change
$25,000 Grant
from The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

Rosemary Hammar, Realtor® with John R. Wood Properties, has been a supporter of FFCF’s programs 
for several years and in 2016, she launched the first Fostering Change Luncheon to honor the caregivers 
of foster children.  Rosemary says, “I love attending the children’s events and watching the smiles on their 
faces as, for a few hours, they put some of their cares behind them.”

Also joining the FFCF Board is Craig Harrington, a CPA and Financial Controller for Designers’ Rug 
Center. In addition to working in the private sector, Harrington has gained significant experience in the 
nonprofit sector during his career.  “I’ll be bringing my professional experience and knowledge to FFCF and 
look forward to helping this organization move to the next level in their development, and to helping the 
children that it supports,” states Harrington.

Mary Pisarczyk, also a new Board member, is a retired English teacher and a community patron to several 
charities in both Naples and Michigan.  Pisarczyk very much believes in FFCF’s mission to help each child 
fulfill his or her potential.  She notes the statistics for graduation from high school and college for foster 
children are dismal.  “As a former English teacher, my hope is to support the continuity of academic support 
these children need to succeed in their education,” says Pisarczyk.

The 10th Annual

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped
make this a day to remember and to ARTHREX!

Vanessa Estrada, Jane Billings and Mary Beth Geier 
of Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

The 10th Annual

Boots & Bling!

Presented by:

For more information or to reserve tickets go to:
www.friendsoffosterchildren.net or call Gisela at 239-262-1808



From The Chair – Doug Campbell

Things are coming together!

Friends of Foster Children Forever continues to emphasize 
educational support/academic mentoring and connecting 
caregivers and case managers with community resources 
to enrich the lives of children and families ensnared in the 
Judicial Dependency System. You will hear of the 0-to-5 

initiative to connect families of very young children with early childhood education 
resources so both children and caregivers are ready for academic challenges when 
the kids start school. Our tutors truly mentor children in foster care so they get 
all they can from the school system’s resources. Now, on a voluntary basis, we are 
able to continue providing this support to children who are reunified, adopted or 
aged-out, thanks to the 3-year funding commitment of our commercial partner, 
Wasmer-Schroeder. All the while, Jane, Vanessa and Gisela are truly the go-to 
connectors, enabling these kids to enjoy the comfort and growth of “normal” kids 
by connecting them with extra-curricular activities and fulfilling their other needs 
through a network of non-profits.

To the credit of many locally, here in Collier County and in Judicial Circuit 20, lead 
by NCEF, FFCF and other partner non-profits, there is a concerted effort to connect 
families with early childhood education, academic mentors to help kids in school,  
volunteer families to help keep at-risk families together, and integrated health, 
dental and behavioral health care.

Thank you ALL for enabling this growth in what we do to help the most needy of 
children.
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The Executive Director’s Message 

– Jane Billings

 I am so excited to share the news that this summer has 

seen the launch of Fostering Change First Five.  This is a new 

collaboration between Friends of Foster Children Forever 

(FFCF), Pathways (the Case Managers for the children) 

and the Early Learning Coalition.  FFCF will now act as the “go-to” link to ensure 

at-risk foster children ages 0-5 get connected to existing, quality childcare and 

early learning resources in their communities. The goal is to close the educational 

achievement gap between foster children and their peers by helping younger foster 

children who are at early risk for school failure, receive early learning support and 

enroll in school readiness programs as soon as possible.

This program is the foundation of Fostering Change through Academic Success upon 

which we plan to provide a continuum of educational support for foster children 

from birth to graduation.  Stay tuned for future developments regarding this vital 

initiative. 

PHOTO BY JASON EASTERLY

Programs Supported By:

Turn your tax-deductible auto donation 
into cash for abused children! Proceeds from 
EVERY donated vehicle help fund Friends of 

Foster Children www.nadkids.com

LEGOLAND –June 18, a bus packed with 18 adults 
and 42 very excited, young children left at 7 a.m. for a 
day of summer fun and adventure.  Costs were minimal 
thanks to LEGOLAND donating the entrance fees 

and Chick-fil-A donating breakfast for all on board.  At 8:30 p.m., the 
bus returned with a lot of very happy, wet and tired children.  These 
summer field trips would not be possible without the support of our 
volunteer chaperones who accompany the children on these outings.  
Our heartfelt thanks go to all the wonderful volunteers who helped 
make this a happy and memorable day for the children.

Summer Happenings
Vanessa & Gisela, Children’s Programs & Events

Wakeboarding with Walter – June 25 and September 3, FFCF 
team member, Gisela Estrada and board member, Walter Schacht planned 
separate outings for two different groups of adventurers to the Revolution Cable 
Wakeboarding Park. Wakeboarding is not for the faint of heart and many of 

the group overcame individual fears and confronted personal challenges. Cable wakeboarding 
involves holding onto a rope attached to a cable mechanism which takes you around a lake set 
with a circuit of obstacles and challenges.  It’s a brilliant source of thrills and fun; wakeboarding 
caters to all levels of experience - making it the perfect activity for a warm summer day.

Busch Gardens – July 9, 35 children and 15 sturdy 
adults spent an action-packed day at Busch Gardens and 
experienced unique animal encounters, world class roller 
coasters, great food and live entertainment. Everyone had an 
amazing time; however, hot and hotter were the minimum 
temperature readings for the day.  Next year, to avoid the 
high summer temperatures, the plan is to move the July trip 
to a “No School Long Weekend” in October.  Our “heatfelt” 
(pun intended) thanks go to all the robust volunteers that 
made this adventure a reality.

Summer Camps – Thanks to the 
Naples Children & Education Foundation 
(NCEF) and several donated scholarships, 
over 90 foster children were able to attend 
one of our excellent, local summer camps.   
Many of the children attended the full 
six weeks at the wonderful camps of the 
YMCA, Boys & Girls Club, and Collier 
County Parks and Recreation.  In addition, 
foster children were able to attend some 
specialized camps including the Naples 
Zoo, Safari Adventure Camp, Impact 
Martial Arts, Center for the Arts, Bonita 
Springs, Naples Progressive Gymnastics, 
and Dance Arts by Maria.

Celebrating Birthdays in PURE NAPLES Style

Academic Mentoring Sizzles in Summer
Many foster children choose to continue with academic mentoring through 
the summer. Because of the emotional trauma and multiple moves to 

different homes and schools, foster children often fall far behind at 
school.  The dismal statistics are that only 50% graduate from high 

school by age 18 and only 3% go on to earn a college degree.  Much of 
the work of FFCF is focused on helping foster children who are failing 

academically, do well in school and develop a belief in themselves and 
their ability to succeed.

This summer FFCF was able to track and record the results of the first 
year of testing with the new KTEA 3 assessment tool.  The success of 
the Academic Mentoring Program is evident in the results.

For the Academic Year 2015-2016 - 153 foster children 
were tutored through the Academic Mentoring Program

The KTEA-3 assessment tool was used to pre-test 153 children. As of August, 
2016, 87 of these children have been post tested after six months of academic 
mentoring in four core subjects: Math Concepts and Applications; Math 
Computation; Reading Comprehension and Letter Word Recognition.

To help celebrate foster children’s birthdays, Pure Florida 
has partnered with FFCF to present birthday celebration 
cruises to foster children and their families. As part of the 
Friends of Foster Children Forever Birthday Club, Pure 
Florida’s cruise experience will provide foster children the 
ability to select a day within their birth month to come 
aboard a sightseeing or sunset cruise for a special outing 
with their families. Provided by Pure Florida free of charge, 

families will receive personalized tickets for a cruise, along 
with a special gift for the foster child.

The new partnership between Pure Florida and FFCF was 
developed to provide foster children a unique way to share 
a new, fun and memorable experience together with the 
families that are caring for them.

n 94% improved in at least one out of four core subjects

n 85% improved in at least two out of four core subjects

n 56% improved in at least three out of four core subjects

n 31% improved in four out of four core subjects
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for school uniforms, food and music. Over 80 Arthrex 
employees volunteered their time to help foster 
children and their families prepare for back to school.

With the support of FFIB Bank and Collier County 
Bar Association, each child received a backpack filled 
with school supplies; Laces for Love provided each 
child with a new pair of shoes; Runway International 
was onsite giving back-to-school haircuts; Books for 
Collier Kids offered new books to every participant; 
Literacy Volunteers offered translating services; 
Tempurpedic donated single sized mattresses for each 
foster child; William 
C. Huff staff members 
donated their time 
to transport and 
load mattresses; the 
Ronald McDonald 

Care Mobile provided free dental exams and 
vision tests were given inside the Vision Quest 
mobile vision van; plus Dunkin’ Donuts and Cold 
Stone Creamery provided delicious treats.

Save
The Dates!

Mission
To focus on the children we 
serve with targeted educational 
and enrichment opportunities 
that allow each child to fulfill his 
or her potential.

Andy Petry and Bonnie 
Blanchard of Arthrex help make 

the day a huge success

Nicole C.  showing
off her new book

Edwardo F. gets fitted for new
shoes by volunteer Junior Destine

Boots & Bling!
March 25th, 2017 6:00pm 

at Grey Oaks Country Club

2017 Fostering Change

Style Show & Luncheon
February 2nd, 2017

11am to 2pm

at Wyndemere Country Club
Tickets are $125 and must be 

purchased in advance.

Back to 
School 
Bonanza
was a hit for all 
who attended.

November 17, 2016
5:30 to 7:30pm

at The Village Shops
on Venetian Bay

Friends of Foster Children Forever
2675 Horseshoe Drive South, Suite 402
Naples, FL 34104
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SAVE THE DATES 
Never to early to mark your calendars!

March 25th, 2017
6:00pm

at
Grey Oaks Country Club

Co-Chaired by
Robert Wilson

& Rio DeArmond

2nd Annual
Fostering Change

Style Show & Luncheon
February 2nd, 2017

11am to 2pm
at Wyndemere
Country Club

Tickets are $125 and
must be purchased

in advance.

Sponsored by:

Media Sponsor:

FFCF is thrilled to announce that it recently received a $25,000 grant 
from The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation. The grant will help 
FFCF expand the existing academic mentoring program now serving 
foster children in Collier, to Glades and Hendry Counties. 

The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation was created in 2004 
by Best Buy founder, Dick Schulze, as a way to give back to the 
community. Schulze and his family believe that a good education, 
a supportive family and a strong work ethic prepare children for a 
successful future. To support that belief, the foundation supports 
organizations operating in the areas of human and social services, 
education, including scholarship awards to graduating students from eligible high schools, health and entrepreneurship.

“We are very excited to expand our programs to Glades and Hendry Counties and to include foster children outside of 
Collier,” says Jane Billings, Executive Director. “There is so little support for these children and our programs give them 
opportunities to succeed that they might not otherwise have.”

November 17th, 2016
5:30 to 7:30pm

The Village Shops
on Venetian Bay

Tickets are $40 advance
purchase, $50 at the door

Sponsored by:

Media Sponsor:

Trinity-by-the-Cove Episcopal Church has awarded FFCF $10,000 to help support a 
new pilot program for after school and homework clubs for foster children. The grant 
was awarded by the funds provided to the Grant Commission by the Archangel Fund for 
Collier County Charities. Executive Director, Jane Billings noted that, “So many times 
foster families are large blended families and they experience overwhelming emotional 
stress and are struggling to make ends meet. These funds will be used on an emergency 
basis to help these families find quality accessible afterschool clubs and avoid the risk 
of foster children being moved to yet another home.”

$10,000 Grant from Trinity-by-the-Cove 

WELCOME
TO THE
BOARD

FFCF is pleased to announce that Rosemary Hammar, Craig Harrington, and 
Mary Pisarczyk have joined the Board of Directors as of September 2016. 

Grants Foster Change
$25,000 Grant
from The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

Rosemary Hammar, Realtor® with John R. Wood Properties, has been a supporter of FFCF’s programs 
for several years and in 2016, she launched the first Fostering Change Luncheon to honor the caregivers 
of foster children.  Rosemary says, “I love attending the children’s events and watching the smiles on their 
faces as, for a few hours, they put some of their cares behind them.”

Also joining the FFCF Board is Craig Harrington, a CPA and Financial Controller for Designers’ Rug 
Center. In addition to working in the private sector, Harrington has gained significant experience in the 
nonprofit sector during his career.  “I’ll be bringing my professional experience and knowledge to FFCF and 
look forward to helping this organization move to the next level in their development, and to helping the 
children that it supports,” states Harrington.

Mary Pisarczyk, also a new Board member, is a retired English teacher and a community patron to several 
charities in both Naples and Michigan.  Pisarczyk very much believes in FFCF’s mission to help each child 
fulfill his or her potential.  She notes the statistics for graduation from high school and college for foster 
children are dismal.  “As a former English teacher, my hope is to support the continuity of academic support 
these children need to succeed in their education,” says Pisarczyk.

The 10th Annual

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped
make this a day to remember and to ARTHREX!

Vanessa Estrada, Jane Billings and Mary Beth Geier 
of Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

The 10th Annual

Boots & Bling!

Presented by:

For more information or to reserve tickets go to:
www.friendsoffosterchildren.net or call Gisela at 239-262-1808
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