
Volume 4 Issue 1Spring 2016

Upcoming
Events

Mission
To focus on the children 
we serve with targeted 
educational and enrichment 
opportunities that allow 
each child to fulfill his or her 
potential.

BOOTS & BLING!

10th Anniversary
Boots & Boogie Bash

March 25, 2017

Grey Oaks Country Club

The ninth annual Boots & Boogie 
Bash was held on Saturday, April 2 
at Grey Oaks Country Club with 
over 220 in attendance. The Bash 
began with a cocktail reception and 
silent auction followed by dinner, 
live auction and dancing. The event 
raised over $150,000 and will help 
fund much needed educational 
one-on-one mentoring for local 
foster children.

This year’s chairs were Trisha and 
Eric Borges, owners of First Class 
Plumbing of Florida. Title sponsor 
for the evening was Naples Auto Donation Center 
(NADC). Local celebrity emcees were ABC-7 anchor Krista 
Fogelsong, and local chef Brian Roland.

Auctioneer Scott Robertson was back again this year to 
energize the crowd to bid on eight incredible auction 
items including exotic trips and even a custom built 
motorcycle which sold for $10,500. M Waterfront Grille’s 
dinner and wine experience for 10 also brought in $10,000 
for the cause.

raises over $150K

Trisha and Eric with the 
Motorcycle up for bid

Scott Robertson thanking Bill Walsh
of NADC for an extra $10,000 gift

Louis Bruno joins Nicole Black and
Brian Roland during cocktails

RJ, special speaker for BBB event, meets ABC-7 
Anchor Krista Fogelsong for the first time

SAVE THE DATES

Sip & Sample
November 17, 2016

Village on Venetian Bay

BBB sunflowers



From The President – Doug Campbell

My sincere thanks to all who, together, are making Friends of 
Foster Children Forever (FFCF) ever more effective in helping 
serve the needs of abused and neglected children in our 
community.

This is possible only through the strength of our partnerships 
with the Naples Children and Education Foundation; many other 
children’s non-profits with whom we team up; the Department 

of Children and Families and Children’s Network; and their service providers for foster 
children. Together, we bring these most needy children closer to having the experiences 
normal children expect and receive.

My “in-house” accolades go first to Jane and Vanessa who lead our inspiration. Secondly, 
to Tara who after 10 years of incredible service as vital member of the tutoring/
academic mentoring program, and contributions to the success of our children’s and 
fund-raising events, will be moving to a new phase in her, Hana’s and Alec’s lives, but 
will continue as an FFCF volunteer. Lastly, welcome to Gisela and Stephanie who are 
Jane’s and Vanessa’s new strong back-ups.

Our directors and donors continue to increase the intensity of their involvement and 
enthusiasm, not only in support of, but also in their public acclaim for what FFCF does 
for kids.

Please share in the pride I take in this growing impact. It shows up in the success of both 
the children’s and fund-raising events, AND in the efficiency with which we operate. The 
numbers are later in this newsletter, but let me emphasize that our academic mentors/
tutors are moving kids farther along in school for each hour spent with them. We are 
providing more extra-curricular activities and necessities for every dollar of our donors’ 
money spent, all while expanding our partnerships with other child welfare non-profits 
and service providers.

Thanks for helping us help kids who really need and deserve it.
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The Executive Director’s Message 
– Jane Billings

 CLOSE TO MY HEART - Fortunately, I keep on having amazing 
“Aha” moments.  This one was at the Meet the Kids Day, an event 
hosted in January by the Naples Winter Wine Festival.  

At this event we are invited to bring three children who have 
benefited from our programs to be our ambassadors. The 
children tell their stories to Wine Festival supporters and 

members of the press. It is a very inspiring day with barely a dry eye in the house.  

Liz Freeman, a well-respected  reporter from the Naples Daily News approached “RJ”, 
one of the three children at our table and asked him, what difference had our programs 
made in his life.  

It’s at moments like this you hold your breath and hope nothing really awful happens. 
However, RJ went on to say, “They remove doubt! … Every kid has doubt they can 
succeed.”

I know these are his actual words because Liz quoted RJ as the lead-in to her article the 
very next day in the Naples Daily News.  I carry the clipping and his words with me -- 
close to my heart. 

PHOTO BY JASON EASTERLY

Programs Supported By:

Turn your tax-deductible auto donation 
into cash for abused children! Proceeds from 
EVERY donated vehicle help fund Friends of 

Foster Children www.nadkids.com



An inspirational collaboration between Friends of Foster Children 
Forever, Youth Haven and Lely Elementary.

Meet “Joshua” a fifth grade boy who, six months ago, was 
removed from his home due to issues of abuse and neglect and 
placed at Youth Haven, our community’s only emergency shelter.  
However, as of yet, no appropriate home has been found for 
Joshua and six months is a very long time for an eleven year old 
boy to go without the personal guidance and educational support 
you would wish for any “normal” child.

To address this issue, FFCF, together with Youth Haven and Lely 
Elementary, has established a new position of Backpack Mom.  
The program will provide one consistent person who Josh and 
the other children at Youth Haven see one-on-one afterschool on 
a daily basis -- five days a week. 

After Josh gets home from school, together with his Backpack Mom, 
he goes through his backpack, prioritizes homework assignments, 
reviews deadlines, completes and returns all permission slips, 
and other essential paperwork. Over the past six months, Josh 
has come to trust and rely upon his Backpack Mom.

Backpack Mom also communicates regularly with Joshua’s teacher, 
his academic mentor, and Youth Haven case manager to ensure 

they are working towards the 
academic goals established 
specifically for Joshua.  Now 
six months later, instead of 
an educational train wreck, 
Joshua’s individual academic 
potential is beginning to 
emerge. 

When Joshua arrived at Youth 
Haven, he was very angry, 
ripping apart stuffed animals, 
destroying whatever items he 

could.  He was very far behind and had no interest in his school 
work.  Plus, he had great difficulty in expressing his needs and 
showing any emotional attachment. 

Joshua has made enormous progress academically and is now 
performing at grade level.  At a recent meeting, he was proud 
to show-off his most current seven-page homework assignment 
graded, A +.  His manner is now calm and he looks forward to 
giving and receiving hugs and smiles, particularly to his Backpack 
Mom and all those he knows have his best interests at heart. 

Program Highlights... 

Backpack Mom at Youth Haven

By Vanessa Estrada

Program Manager

Academic Mentoring Growth ChartBackpack Mom
at Youth Haven

In 2013, through a Memo of Understanding, Friends of Foster 
Children Forever (FFCF) in partnership with Collier County Public 
Schools (CCPS) launched the Academic Mentoring Program.  The 
success of this program has been quite extraordinary.  

Academic Mentoring provides individualized one-on-one 
tutoring and mentoring services to the children we serve. Foster 
children are the most vulnerable children in our community. 
They are set back six months academically every time they are 
moved and they are moved on average three times. Only 50% 
graduate from high school and only 3% go on to earn a college 
degree. 

In order to help these children develop a belief in themselves and 
that they can succeed, it is essential to break this cycle of abuse 
and help them achieve success through their education. Highly 
trained, professional academic mentors, work one-on-one with 
our children for up to three hours per week. Students are pre and 
post-tested to track their progress and accurately assess specific 
needs.  78% of the students pre and post-tested improved their 
scores in more than two of four core subject areas.

Wherever possible, the Academic Mentor stays with the child 
wherever they are placed, from home-to-home or school-to-
school. 82% of the children in the program were able to keep 
the same academic mentor, providing much needed stability. 
The majority of children are tutored in their classroom at school 
which allows the tutor to have good communication with the 
child’s teacher and use the same curriculum as taught in the 
classroom.   With the support of the CCPS, the principals and 
teachers The Academic Mentoring Program in now in 27 Collier 
Schools and rapidly expanding. 

Academic Mentoring Program
Completes first three amazing years in

Collier County Public Schools



2nd Annual
Circle of Friends Luncheon

The 2nd annual Circle of Friends luncheon was held on 
November 5, 2015 at Bay Colony Golf Club to honor 
the extraordinary contributions and work of the 
Honorable Franklin Baker and Robert Germain Jr.

Judge Baker was awarded the Friend of Distinction 
Award for a history of innovation and service on behalf 
of at risk youth in the Twentieth Judicial Court. Judge 
Baker has constantly sought to create opportunities 
to help juvenile offenders turn their lives around 
and has been a strong advocate for children’s rights 
throughout his career.  

Robert Germain Jr. was the recipient of the Friend for 
a Lifetime award. Germain has sponsored the annual 
Gift of Giving event for the past 16 years, an event 
where children can shop for family members and 
themselves. 

Circle of Friends luncheon award winners, speakers and presenters:
Doug Campbell, Dawn Montecalvo, Robert (Bob) Germain Jr.,

Honorable Franklin Baker, Rich Montecalvo, John Cardillo,
Jane Billings; (front row) Monica Aviles and Yesenia Aviles

Wilma Boyd, Kristina Gear

Alicia McClure, Mike Cannistra, Bob Almond

Amy McCabe, Marie Harris

Doug Campbell, Chris Sereno, Martha Murray,
Dave Gaetjens and Nancy Campbell

6th Annual
Sip and Sample

The 6th annual Sip & Sample included wine, delicious 
appetizers and great giveaways from merchants at the 
Village on Venetian Bay. The “must attend” event was 
held in November 2015 – be sure to mark your calendars 
for the 7th Annual fundraiser!

HIGHLIGHTS!

It was a
jam-packed season!

Here are a few
of the highlights.



Rebecca Lambert, Jon Sonne with 
children, Brent and Merrill Sonne

Bob Almond wins Phil Fisher painting with the highest bidYoungest Bidder Brent Sonne

Jonathan Garcia,
Noah, Christopher

Norva Achenbaugh
Helps shop

Local foster children experience
the “Gift of Giving” at Christmas

Nearly 130 foster children shopped for Christmas 
gifts at the Naples Walmart Supercenter on 
December 12 and it was all part of the 16th annual 
Gift of Giving shopping spree sponsored by Germain 
Motor Company. The shopping experience involved 
FFCF board members, tutors, volunteers, Germain 
employees, Rotarians and Guardian’s ad Litem 
members as shopping mentors and wrapping 
assistants. Each child had $100 to shop for family 
and friends and an extra $25 to buy something for 
themselves. 

Inaugural Fostering Change
Luncheon had a Great Turnout

Over 100 women were involved in the success of the inaugural Fostering 
Change Luncheon held February 8 at the Kensington Country Club. The 
luncheon was organized by Event Chair, Rosemary Hammar on behalf of 
FFCF with proceeds going to help support the work of the unsung heroes in 
the foster care community – the caregivers.

Guests were treated to champagne, a jazz 
reception, and boutique shopping followed by 
an exquisite lunch.  The ‘Style Show’ featured 
models, each with their own personal care-
giving story, who modeled the latest fashions 
presented by Chico’s from the Village on 
Venetian Bay.  Master of Ceremonies for the 
style show was ABC7 news anchor, Krista 
Fogelsong. Sponsors making the luncheon 
possible were Chico’s from the Village on 
Venetian Bay, eBella Magazine and FineMark 
National Bank & Trust. 

Delores Sorey, Chris Rideoutte, Jane Billings

Rosemary Hammar, Luncheon Chair
with Krista Fogelsong of ABC 7

Wilma Boyd,
Kristina Gear

Third on Canvas Auction benefits FFCF
FFCF shared in the proceeds from the Third on Canvas art auction which was held in 
February at the Port Royal Club. PAWS Assistance Dogs arranged the collaboration of 
the benefitting charities chosen for this year’s event.



Hours of loving craft and care are woven in 

to each of these quilts created and handmade 

by quilter, Carroll Scribner.  These quilts 

will snuggle and wrap the babies that are 

removed from their homes in times of crisis 

and placed in emergency care with foster 

families, friends and relatives.

If you want to purchase a quilt for a foster 

baby, you can go to FFCF’s website and 

make a donation to the Caring Quilters’ Club 

and your name will be added to the list of 

members of the Caring Quilters’ Club on 

Friends of Foster Children Forever’s website. 

Carroll’s

FFCF’s Board of Directors is delighted 
to announce that Brian Sawyer has 
joined the board as of April 2016.   

Sergeant Brian Sawyer and his wife, Sonya, have been 
longtime supporters of Friends of Foster Children Forever.  
They have chaired the Boots & Boogie Bash and for many years 
been mentors and chaperones on the children’s field trips 
and developed some very special ongoing relationships with 
many of the children. Brian notes that, “Having participated 
in several foster children endeavors, watching the children 
develop and the positive impact that the diverse efforts made 
to improve the lives of foster children has been emotionally 
moving.” 

Brian is a Detective Sergeant with the Collier County Sheriff’s 
Office and has been with the Sheriff’s office since 1999.  He adds 
that, “I feel privileged and blessed to have the opportunity to 
be such an integral part of this organization.  I look forward to 
providing efforts to improve the organization and the children 
that it supports.”

In February 2016, FFCF 
welcomed Stephanie Corliss 
as Finance and Accountability 
Manager.  Stephanie brings 14 years of management 
and accounting experience in the for-profit arena.    
Stephanie herself was considered a foster child 
growing up, raised by wonderful grandparents. She 
knows what it is like for some of these children, and as 
a mother of four is passionate about improving the 
lives of all children. Working at FFCF allows her to 
apply her skills to enhance and streamline current 
processes needed to expand assistance to these 
children.  But, as Stephanie notes, “It also gives me 
the satisfaction of going home each night knowing 
that I have helped make a difference in a child’s life. 
This position to me is the perfect marriage between 
my knowledge and my desire to do something 
meaningful.”

New Board Member
Brian Sawyer

New FFCF Staff Member
Stephanie Corliss

Welcome



What can we say about Stan? He had a vision to help foster children and those in need. 
What began as a small group of concerned advocates for children has now grown into 
the wonderful organization we have today – Friends of Foster Children Forever. 

Stanley Appelbaum, the tireless local advocate for at-risk youth who was named the 
Naples Daily News “Citizen of the Year” in 2015, passed away January 1st at the age of 84.  

Stan, who was abused as a foster child during the Great Depression, spent most of his life 
volunteering to assist foster children and others who were stricken by problems caused 
by broken families.  As a guardian of the area’s at-risk youth, he used his influence to 
lobby political bodies and advocate for proper foster care. In 1999, Appelbaum helped 

found the Foster Care Council of Southwest Florida, which is now FFCF.

Appelbaum spent his retirement advocating that foster children in Southwest Florida deserve better conditions than he 
experienced. From 1995 to 2010, he was chairman of the Florida Local Advocacy Council whose members are appointed 
by the governor to monitor the care of those in state social service agencies. 

Stan is survived by his wife, Cathy, four children and eight grandchildren. Cathy says, Stan was a man of few hobbies, 
other than helping people. Stan, you will be missed by everyone at FFCF and by all the children yet to enter the foster 
care system. 

Grants Foster Change

a Stan Appelbaum In Memoriam b 

The Naples Garden Club has 
gifted Friends of Foster Children 
Forever with a $5,000 grant to 
support summer scholarships 
for foster youth at the Naples 
Botanical Garden.

Wasmer Schroeder, a new program 
partner with FFCF, has granted FFCF with a 
$45,000 grant to be given over three years 
to help launch the new initiative, Fostering 
Change through Academic Success.

West Bay Community 
Charitable Foundation, 
a new program partner with 
FFCF, has renewed their 
grant for $6,000 to provide 
for Emergency Backpack 
Bundles for foster children 
when removed during times 
of crisis. 

TD Bank has granted FFCF 
with $5,000 to help support 
foster children in Collier, 
Hendry and Glades County 
with summer camps and 
enrichment opportunities.
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Rob Wilson and Rio 
DeArmond are honored to 
be chairing the 10th 
Annual Boots & Boogie 
Bash on March 25, 2017. 
For them, there is nothing 
more heartbreaking than 
the thought of a child 
growing up without the 
love and support of their 
parents. 

Rob is the Vice President/
General Manager of the SWFL Group of Enterprise 
Holdings. Rio has a background in the nonprofit sector 
and is currently working on a Certificate in Nonprofit 
Executive Leadership from Indiana University.  Both Rob 
and Rio are thrilled to say, “Thank you for giving us the 
opportunity to help provide tutoring programs for these 
children in need. We are excited and are already at work 
to make the 10th annual event the best yet!”

March 25, 2017
Grey Oaks 

Country Club

SAVE THE DATE 
Never to early to mark your calendars!

2017 Chairs Named 
Boots & Boogie Bash

BOOTS & BLING! 
10th Anniversary

For more information, tickets and/or 
sponsorship, call 239-262-1808

7th Annual

Sip & Sample
November 17, 2016
Village on Venetian Bay

Rob Wilson and Rio DeArmond


