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Each year, Friends of Foster Children 
Forever helps over a thousand foster 

children in our area through life-changing 
programs that transform and heal.  Foster 

children have been removed from the care of their 
parents primarily because of abuse, neglect or a 
result of addiction and the opioid crisis – conditions 
out of their control. Some children in foster care 
move frequently among emergency placements, 
foster families, guardian homes (kinship/relative or 
non-relative), and group homes. These changes often 
result in multiple school placements.  

Because foster children are frequently moved from 
home to home and school to school, many fall 
behind academically. This can create frustration, 
embarrassment, and poor self-esteem, often leading 
to depression and many other issues, such as dropping 
out of school and homelessness. 

As the number of children in foster care continues to 
rise, so does our commitment and determination to 
ensure every foster child has a chance at a better life.   

Friends of Foster Children Forever helps foster kids 
in our community in a multitude of ways.  We work 
to ensure the youngest children are ready to enter 
kindergarten through our Ready for 5 program 
by connecting them to early learning centers. As 
they grow, we provide nuturing, mentoring and 
enrichment programs such as music lessons, sports 
team registration, and field trips so that they don’t 
miss out on the activities other kids enjoy. 
 
Friends of Foster Children Forever is the premier 
provider of a full continuum of services that transform 
the lives and restores the hope of foster children in 
our area. Inside this report, you will find all the ways 
we help foster children in our community. 
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FOSTER CARE FACTS

Daily average
number

of children
in foster care

in Collier County, 
2018

On average,
foster children

are moved
4-6 times

60%
of foster children 

ages 0-5
have at least one 

type of
developmental

delay

Only 50%
of foster children 

graduate
from

high school 

The majority
of Florida’s
foster youth

“age-out” of the 
foster care system 
at age 18 and 20% 

become
homeless

Only 3%
of foster children 

graduate
college

Last year, on December 31, 2018, there were 434 children in Collier 
County who spent an average of 187 days (one school year) in the 
foster care system. These children, through no fault of their own, 
were removed from their home, sometimes overnight, due to ne-
glect, abuse or addiction and placed in a foster or group home. 
They experience trauma, instability and possibly developmental 
delays due to crisis. 

400

Foster children are some of the most vulnerable children. The statistics are alarming, but Friends of 
Foster Children Forever is determined to help make their tomorrows better. 

4-6 50%

3% 60% 18



Kara and David Jansen have created the large family they had dreamed of, while hosting more than 50 
local foster children along the way.

With five adopted children aged 2 to 15, the Jansen family has a full house—and big hearts.
Kara Jansen had always wanted a big family, so, as a single woman, she became a foster parent for four 
years while living in Alabama. “When I found out they allowed single people to foster children, I was all 
over it,” she recalls.

In 1999, she moved to Collier County to teach at First Baptist Academy and met and married her 
husband, David. Facing infertility issues, they adopted their first son, Christopher, in 2004 through a 
private service and homeschooled him. Kara and David were going through the process to become 
foster parents when they learned that Christopher’s biological mother was pregnant and turned their 
attention to adopting his little brother in 2012.

Six years ago, the Jansens were ready to become foster parents, and since then have invited more 
than 50 children into their home—formally adopting three. “I’ve always had a love of kids,” Kara says. 
“But it’s the need of these kids…” Friends of Foster Children “has been fabulous in helping us and 
supporting us. They’ve been amazing and have made what we do a lot easier.”

Kara’s compassion for children doesn’t stop at providing nurturing transitions and a permanent home. 
She has returned to school to earn her master’s degree in clinical mental health counseling with the 
intention of working with foster children. Kara was inspired when one of her children struggled with 
stress-induced alopecia (hair loss) and was referred to play therapy—and then sat on a waiting list for 
six months. “It opened my eyes for the need to work with these kids,” Kara says.

Kara also co-teaches a foster parent training course and offers guidance and support to caregivers. 
“There’s such a great need. The biggest thing I hear people say is that they’re afraid they’ll get too 
attached. She responds, “That’s exactly what these kids need: Someone who’s attached. It hurts when 
they go home, but I can take that better knowing that a child has love and has someone who will take 
care of them.”

FULL HOUSE, BIG HEARTS



OUR FOCUS
Friends of Foster Children Forever connects foster children in need of high-
quality early childhood programs, academic tutoring, enrichment programs, 
extracurricular opportunities, and emergency supplies. Through a variety of 
strategic programs Friends of Foster Children Forever is able support the 
“whole” child’s wellbeing from birth through graduation. 

ACADEMIC MENTORING
Because foster children are frequently moved from home to home and 
school to school, many fall behind academically. On average, foster 
children are set back six months academically every time they experience 
a placement change or other traumatic event.  This can create frustration, 
embarrassment, depression, poor self-esteem, and many other issues. 
Friends of Foster Children Forever’s Academic Mentors provide one-to-one 
tutoring and guidance. The majority of children are tutored in their school 
classroom which allows the tutor to have constant communication with the 
child’s teacher and use the same curriculum taught in the classroom.

Through the Academic Mentoring Program, students are tested to track 
their progress and accurately assess specific needs. 

EMERGENCY BUNDLES
The bundles are used to provide 3 to 4 days of emergency supplies to 
foster children when they are removed in times of crisis.  Many times, due 
to issues of abuse and neglect, children are removed suddenly from their 
homes and they take nothing with them—just the clothes they are wearing.  
The bundles include: a blanket, small pillow, pajamas, underwear, an outfit 
for school, toothbrush, toiletries, a book, school supplies and a cuddly toy.

FOSTERING TRANSITIONS
The Fostering Transitions to Success Program continues FFCF’s Academic 
Mentoring beyond a child’s welfare case closure and engages the reunified 
or adopted family in their child’s education. The children typically meet 
with our private tutors at their school or home for one hour a week. Their 
Academic Mentor reviews their educational progress and at the same time, 
incorporates organizational, time-management and other vital life skills. 
The child’s academic progress is assessed using national standardized tests 
that are administered and evaluated internally. By providing this outcome-
based structure, we can continue academic mentoring and motivation, with 
the goal of keeping the child on track to graduate high school and transition 
to post-secondary education or vocational training. This program also 
provides additional community services, lifestyle support and opportunities 
for foster children who will be transitioning to independent living.



READY FOR 5 
More than 50% of foster children are younger than five years old.   As soon 
as they enter the foster care system, the Early Education Coordinator goes 
to work to connect them to early learning centers where they also receive 
all necessary screenings and interventions.  

Many daycare centers cost on average $10,500 per year, per child which 
could deter a loving home from fostering.  Friends of Foster Children 
Forever connects the caregivers with state funding so the children can 
attend an early learning center. 

Early learning centers expose children to a language-rich setting and offer 
activities that promote math and reading skills.  A teacher in an early learning 
center is much more than just someone who “watches over” children. They 
are trained to help the child develop emotional and social skills, encourage 
engagement, and curiosity, preparing them to enter kindergarten. 

PROJECT ENRICHMENT
Project Enrichment funds summer camps, afterschool and weekend 
activities, and equipment and supplies for foster children, ages birth to 
18.   Enrichment activities give the children the opportunity to make new 
friends, learn something new, develop new skills or hone existing ones, and 
discover a passion for a hobby or a field of study. Enrichment activities take 
place during or after school, during the summer months, or over winter 
break. They are experienced in group settings or individually.

SUMMER CAMPS
The long summer months can be very difficult if a child is in less than desirable 
circumstances. Now, the summer can offer a window of opportunity for 
these children as they can attend an 8-week summer day camp where they 
can explore individual skills and talents. There are also a variety of other 
camps the children can experience including environmental, music band 
camps, art and theatre camps and many more.  Where possible, Friends of 
Foster Children Forever matches children with their skills and passions. 



250+ 
Babies and toddlers were connected to early learning centers 
through Friends of Foster Children Forever.

LET’S HAVE A BALL
Over 125 children participated in 
sporting activities, including baseball; 
football; tennis; soccer; track and 
field; gymnastics; karate; and more 
for health, fitness and learning team- 
building skills.

BACK TO SCHOOL
The Annual Back-to-School Fair has become a 
community-wide collaboration ensuring all foster 
children in our community are fully equipped and ready 
to start their first day of school.  This year over 650 foster 
children and their siblings were given new backpacks 
with supplies, uniforms or clothing vouchers, shoes, 
and books to start the school year off right.  They also 
received complimentary haircuts, dental and vision 
screenings.

THE RESULTS ARE IN 
The College of Education at Florida Gulf Coast 
University assesses the Academic Mentoring program 
and provided the most recent results for student 
achievement.  In four core subjects, astounding 100% 
improved in at least one core subject; 94% improved in 
at least two; 78% improved in at least three, and 36% 
improved in all four core subjects. 

Sensational Summer 
110 foster children attended summer camps, where they 
played games, learned,  built lasting friendships, and 
created happy memories. 

10 THINGS TO INSPIRE YOU



300 
Children attended afterschool programs. Afterschool 
programs serve children and youth of all ages, and 
encompass a broad range of focus areas, including 
academic support, mentoring, youth development, arts 
and sports and recreation.

THE THRILL OF A RIDE
In September, a bus filled with 45 foster 
children (ages 5 to 10) and volunteers 
explored action-packed Legoland.  In 
October 50 foster children (ages 11 to 18) 
and volunteers went to Busch Gardens 
for a fun-filled day of rides, entertainment 
and animals.  For most of these children 
it was the first time they experienced the 
thrill of an amusement park. 

AN EDUCATIONAL RECORD 
Our Academic Mentors tutored students in a record 
27 schools and logged over 9,190 hours of academic 
support.

In Good Care 
A record 1,200 foster children 
were helped by Friends of 
Foster Children Forever  last 
year. 

A STAR IS BORN
Friends of Foster Children Forever 
received the prestigious Gold 
Star Seal of Transparency from 
GuideStar.

10 THINGS TO INSPIRE YOU



EARLY EDUCATION 
Friends of Foster Children Forever’s Early Education Coordinator Maria 
Bustamante is connecting the largest—and the youngest—foster group to early 
childhood education programs vital to their future academic success.

Maria is a true local success story.  She grew up in a Habitat for Humanity home in 
Immokalee and rose through the mentorship of Tutor Corps at the Guadalupe Center 
and then the Take Stock in Children program at the Immokalee Foundation.  After Maria 
earned her degree in psychology at Florida Gulf Coast University, she became a caseworker at 
the Children’s Network. Utilizing all these skills and training has enabled Maria to be able to connect 
caregivers to early learning centers. 

Maria brought two years of child welfare case management experience when she joined Friends of 
Foster Children Forever as the Early Education Coordinator almost two years ago. She works with 
children under the age of 5 from the moment they transition into foster care to ensure their placement in 
a qualified pre-kindergarten program or continuity at their current preschool when they move between 
homes. “That’s the best place for our kids,” she says. “I’m here to catch them when cases first come 
over to make sure they are getting services right from the beginning.”

She also coordinates screenings through the state’s Early Steps/Early Invention Program for children 
under 3, as well as the Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System for those ages 3 to 5. These 
services provide free developmental screenings for disabilities and delays. “I am completing those 
referrals and follow-ups and making sure communications are never broken,” she says. “The goal is to 
make sure intervention services are implemented if there are developmental delays.”

Maria certainly has her hands full. More than half of foster children are under below the age of 5. At any 
moment, she is working for 150 to 200 little ones. 

Early learning centers are safe environments that promote language, math and reading development, 
positive social interactions, creativity, and emotional skills. Longitudinal studies show that the greatest 
rate of brain development is during the first five years of life. “This is the time to get them where they 
need to be and have them prepared to enter kindergarten,” says Maria.  

“It is an honor for me to be able
to pay it forward, and give back

to the community.”
Maria
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After retiring as a top executive in the oil and chemical 
industry and moving to Collier County 22 years ago, 
Doug instinctually knew, “I could not adopt the lifestyle 
of playing golf five days a week.”

Looking to utilize his skills back then, he could not foresee 
that he would become a tireless champion of one of 
society’s most vulnerable populations—neglected and 
abused children.

In 1999, Doug began volunteering as a Guardian ad 
Litem, representing the rights and interests of children 
in dependency court cases. “I am not a do-gooder, 
particularly. I was looking for something where I could make 
a difference,” he recalls. Here, he realized endangered, 
underrepresented children “are at the bottom of any 
totem pole that you can imagine,” he says.

Many of these children are at risk of being removed from their families and being swept into the 
foster care system. As a result, he became involved in the Foster Care Council—which evolved 
into the Friends of Foster Children Forever —by 2007, serving as chairman from 2008 to 2018. 

As chairman since the days when there was only a part-time executive director, “I’ve done a little 
bit of everything. My role as chairman is to spread the word and raise money to execute our 
mission. We do that, I think, very well.”

Research shows that traumatic events in early life can greatly impede future success, and foster 
children typically experience several. “That is what Friends of Foster Children Forever is all 
about: to help kids thrive in the foster care system, pursue their education and other interests, 
build their self-esteem, and become as successful as possible,” says Doug.

Doug remains a Guardian ad Litem and serves on several boards including Friends of Foster  
Children Forever. In addition to his hands-on roles, his Campbell Family Foundation has 
contributed generously to Friends of Foster Children Forever and other local charities.

He is buoyed by the development of the Academic Mentoring and Ready for 5 programs. This 
year, Friends of Foster Children Forever is providing one-to-one tutoring to 160 students to 
improve these statistics.

A Tireless Champion

“We’ve expanded horizontally and vertically and connect little kids
the minute they come into the system. Our efficiency has gone way up.”

Doug



$250,000
Provides 45 students with tutoring for a year.

$100,000
Continue academic mentoring for 60 children 
after case closure to increase graduation rate. 

$75,000
Lets 35 elementary children attend 
afterschool for a year.

$50,000
Offers 1 year of high-quality Early Childhood 
Education for 5 preschool students.

$25,000
Prepares 200 children with back-to-school 
clothing and supplies.

$10,000
Enables 12 children to attend Summer 
camps. 

$5,000
Enables 50 foster children to experience an 
amusement park.

$2,500
Pays for 250 much-needed Emergency 
Backpacks

$1,000
Gives 1 student private music lessons for a 
year. 

$500
Supplies educational tablets to 2 children. 

$250
Supplies much-needed diapers to a baby for 
three months.

$100
Allows a child to play a sport for the first time.

July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019
(audited Financials Year End)

Total Revenue
$1,161,531

Total Expenses
$1,070,010

Change in Net Assets:
$91,524 (income)

Total Net Assets:
$483,570

July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020
(Budget for Current Year)

Total Operating Budget
$1,166,780

ALL Direct Program Expenses
will account for:
$973,246

Children Served in Collier 
$870,379

Children Served in Hendry/Glades
$66,867

Total Direct Program Expenses
$937,246

INVEST IN THE FUTURE

FINANCIALS



FOUNDING FRIENDS FOREVER
Naples Children & Education Foundation

FRIENDS OF INSPIRATION
$50,000-$60,000
Doug & Nancy Campbell - Campbell Family Foundation
The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

FRIENDS OF VISION
$20,000-$49,999
Bob & Dee Almond and Nest of Florida
Arthrex
Community Foundation of Collier County
Doctors Jonathan Sonne & Rebecca Lambert and
  The Woodruff Institute
Eric & PJ Meyer & P’Zazz Productions
Jay & Elaine Moorin
Naples Auto Donation Center Inc.
Anonymous
Michael & Andrea Schroeder
Fred E. & Barbara Wilson

FRIENDS OF DREAMS
$10,000-$19,999
Anonymous 
Jane & Tiffany Billings
Common Courage Fund
Harry & Mary Ann Debes
Edee & Michael DeLuca
James & Faye Derham
Dave Gaetjens & Martha Murray
Robert Germain Jr.
Fred & Louise Goebel Charitable Foundation Fund
  through CFCC
Michael & Jean Greenough
HBK CPAs & Consultants
Jim & Nan Henderson & William C. Huff Companies
Alex & Jennifer Herwig
Kensington Golf Club
The League Club
Trinity by the Cove Episcopal Church
Valerie Trotman

FRIENDS OF HOPE
$5,000-$9,999
Basil & Patty Anderson
Dan & Angie Baer
Barron Collier Jr. Foundation Inc.
David & Karin Brown
Bruce & Lynn Byerly
Children’s Network of Southwest Florida, LLC
Alexandra Dixon
Larry & Ruth Eaton
First Florida Integrity Bank
Ellin Goetz
Barry & Chris Holes
Craig & Roberta McCune
Louis & Marie Meiners
Naples Backyard History
The ROS Foundation
Brian & Sonya Sawyer and Home-Tech
Leslie & Karen Schultzel and Physicians Body Sculpting
Jos and Jan Skrzypczak Charitable Fund
Tina Venetos
Wasmer, Schroeder & Company, Inc.
West Bay Community Charitable Foundation

We THANK ALL of our friends and supporters who have made gifts of any amount.  Foster children are among the most at-
risk children in America.   Your support will help us focus on the children we serve with targeted educational and enrichment 
opportunities that allow each child to fulfill his or her potential.

Due to space limitations, the gifts listed are for cumulative donations of $500 and over for the fiscal year July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019.   Please refer 
to our website at https://friendsoffosterchildren.net/community-partners/ for a complete listing of our Friends who have made generous gifts in-kind.

CIRCLE of FRIENDS

FRIENDS OF DISTINCTION
$1,000-$4,999
Larry & Stephanie Acorn
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Tom & Pam Becker
Bruce & Linda Boles
William & Susan Brock
Dennis & Linda Brown
William Byrnes
Ryan & Amy Carter
Paul & Heather Christie
Collier County Bar Foundation
Coomi at Saks First Avenue
Crescita Capital LLC
Cummings & Lockwood LLC
David & Janiel Dayton
Michael & Sharon DeLaura
DeVoe Automotive Group
Brian Dickerson
Scott & Alison Douglas
Anne B Duvall
Gregory Economos
Betsy Ehmann
Mike & Sue Erb
Dennis & BJ Ferriel
Kathi Flack
Clint & Marti Flagg
Blake & Janet Gable
Peter Grava
Henry & Gale Guild
Gulf Coast Runners Club, Inc.
Andrew Gunn & Kathy Vanoort
Joyce Hagen
Tom & Marilyn Hall
Robin & Scot Hamilton
Craig Harrington
Beth Hatch
Michael & Jill Heiderman
Joseph Jaffe
Jennifer Bates Photography
John & Katherine Joanides
Stefan Johansson & Erica Devol
Judith Liegeois Designs Inc
Robert & Janet Kirby
Ian Kirkegaard & Mallory Madden
Jeff Larkin & Rob Nardi
David J. & Judith Long
M Waterfront Grille
Dolores MacLean
Joseph & Caroline Martino
Ronald & Diane McGinty
Julie McLeod
Merlin’s Magic Wand
John & Kristin Miller
Network for Good
Tom & Nancy O’Neill
Dorothy & Don Osborne
Osteria Tulia & The French Brasserie Rustique
Blake & Amy Owen
Judi Palay
Erik Papenfuss and Lenkbar 
Hans Papenfuss
Joe & Jennifer Pavich, Jr.
Julie Pekrul
Frank & Leslye Pinto
John Quetti
Larry & Kathi Rambo
Dean & Ann Reber

Garrett & Diana Richter
Brian & Nicole Roland
Mason & Megan Rose
Michel & Gisele Saadeh
Lewis & Claire Schoenwetter
Noreen Schumann
Harry Scott & Susan Mullin-Scott
Brad & Carroll Scribner Fund at CFCC
Sea Salt Naples
Richard Shafner & Janet Eustis
Shula’s Steakhouse
Thomas M. Smythe
Bill & Leslie Stinson
Leslie Swanson
Edward Turville
Marie Vaughan
WalMart Stores, Inc
Ronald & Victoria Walther
Dick Westfall & Rosemary Hammar
George Wilson II
Wiltshire Custom Cabinetry Inc.

FRIENDS OF JOY
$500-$999
Randy & Ronnie Antik
Wilma Boyd
Burn by Rocky Patel
Leland Burton, Jr.
Jorge & Gisselle Calleja
Camelot Community Care
Christ Central Labelle
Hugh & Debbie Cline
Edward & Virginia Gleason
Eglis Marisol Hakanson
Craig & Pam Eichler
Gisela Estrada
Florida Community Bank
James & Ruth Fraser
Ellen & Steve Goldberg
Joseph & Terry Haskett
Mana Holtz
Sarah & Chris Honenberger
HR Collier
Jake & Pam Jacobson
Rebecca Kosloff & Tyler Korn
Bill & Lucy Lindsay Fund - CFCC
Longshore Lake Women’s Club
Rudiger & Zuzana Loose
McBride & Ward Family Fund - CFCC
Darlene & Greg Mitchell
Moorings Presbyterian Church
Robert & Frances Nossen
Amy Oyer
Mike & Vickie Pallotta
Jeff & Jo Rohleder
Keith & Jennifer Rossell
Tom Schneider
Sea World Parks & Entertainment
Kristie Sills
Tom & Pam Storrar
Sunset Grill LLC
Laura Swanson
T. Jerulle Construction, LLC
Total Wine & More
John Tremellen
John & Maria Valenti
Dick & Sue Vogel
Joseph Wheeler



(pictured left to right)
Les Schultzel, Dr. Julie Mancera, Amy Plassins, 

Nancy Goldszak, Michael Moreno and Doug Campbell

THE LYNN SCHULTZEL FRIEND FOR A LIFETIME AWARD 
The 2018 award was given to Nancy Goldszak in recognition of her 
years of dedicated service on behalf of foster children.

PREVIOUS AWARD RECIPIENTS
2017 - Jeanne Nealon & Susan Warren, Laces of Love

2016 - Pat Barton

2015 - Robert Germain, Jr.

2014 - Stan Appelbaum

THE STAN APPELBAUM FRIEND OF DISTINCTION AWARD 
The 2018 award was bestowed upon the Ronald McDonald Care 
Mobile for their exceptional history of support of our most vulnerable 
children.  

PREVIOUS AWARD RECIPIENTS
2017 - The Naples Children & Education Foundation

2016 - Citizen’s Foster Care Review Board

2015 - The Honorable Franklin Baker

2014 - The Honorable Daniel Monaco

Circle of Friends HONOREES

“Truly

great

friends

are

hard

to

find,

difficult

to

leave,

and

impossible

to

forget.”

~ Unknown



Thank you to the Naples Children & Education Foundation, 
founders of the Naples Winter Wine Festival.

As our founding sponsor, we have been able to help thousands 
of foster children in multiple ways including being connected to 
early learning centers, maintain  good academic grades, discover 
hidden talents and enrich their lives. 

Arthrex
Books for Collier Kids
Community Foundation of Collier County
Fred & Louise Goebel Charitable Fund of the
     Community Foundation of Collier County
Germain BMW of Naples
Germain Honda of Naples
Germain Toyota of Naples

Laces of Love
Naples Auto Donation Center (NADC)
Naples Children & Education Foundation (NCEF)
Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation
The League Club
Trinity by the Cove Episcopal Church
Wasmer, Schroeder & Company
West Bay Community Charitable Foundation

On an annual basis, our Program Sponsors review FFCF grant requests and consider ongoing funding to support 
specific programs.

2675 Horseshoe Dr. S
Suite 402

Naples, FL 34104
Phone (239) 262-1808

www.FriendsofFosterChildren.net

“Our mission is to focus on the children we serve
with targeted educational and enrichment opportunities

that allow each child to fulfill his or her potential.”

FOUNDING SPONSOR

PROGRAM SPONSORS


